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Topic: Frg Review of a Recommendation to Establish Proficiency Levelsfor the American Council on
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Proficiency Test as Alternate Tests to the Modern Language Association (MLA) Proficiency
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Origin:
Topic presented for information only (no board action required)

_X__ Board review required by
X Stateor federd law or regulation
Board of Education regulation
Other:

X Action requested at this meeting Action requested at future meeting: (date)
Previous Review/Action:
No previous board review/action

X Previous review/action
date June 23, 2004
action The Board of Education approved the use of the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign
Languages (ACTFL) Ord Proficiency Interview and the Writing Proficiency Test as dternate teststo
the Modern Langquage Association (MLA) Proficiency Test for Teachers and Advanced Students.

Background I nformation:

The Licensure Regulations for School Personnel alow native speakers or candidates who have learned a
foreign language without forma academic credit in a college or universty to meet the foreign language
endorsement requirements by achieving acomposite score at or above the fiftieth percentile on the listening,
spesking, reading, writing, civilization, and culture sections of the Modern Language Association (MLA)
Proficiency Test for Teachers and Advanced Students, and earning a minimum of three semester hours of
methods of teaching foreign languages at the dementary and secondary levels from an accredited college or
universty in the United States.



On June 23, 2004, the Board of Education approved the use of the American Council on the Teaching of
Foreign Languages (ACTFL) Ord Proficiency Interview and the Writing Proficiency Test as dternate tests to
the Modern Language Association (MLA) Proficiency Test for Teachers and Advanced Students.

The ACTFL Oral Proficiency Interview (OPI) is aface-to-face or telephone interview between a certified
ACTFL tester and examinee that determines how well a person spesks alanguage by comparing his or her
performance of specific communication tasks with the criteriafor each of 10 proficiency levels described in the
ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines-Speaking (Revised 1999). The ACTFL Writing Proficiency Test (WPT)
isavehicle that measures how wdl a person spontaneoudy writes in alanguage (without access to dictionaries
or grammar references) by comparing his’her performance on specific writing tasks with the criteria sated in the
ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines — Writing (Revised 2001) descriptions.

The following states are using officid ACTFL testing in foreign languages for some component of their teacher
certification/licensure process. These states have established aformal testing protocol with the ACTFL Testing
Office for assessing teacher candidate pesking proficiency. The minimal leved of proficiency is established by
theindividud Sate.

State Test Purpose Minimal standard
required
Cdifornia OPI* BCLAD** Requirement: All teachers must demonstrate Novice High
language ability in a language other than English
Connecticut OPI All foreign languages Intermediate High
WPT*** Intermediate High
Georgia OPI All languages — alternative teacher certification Advanced Low
Maine OPI All languages — aternative teacher certification Advanced Low
Maryland OPI/WPT | Itaian Advanced Low/Advanced
Low
New Jersey OPI All languages — (OPI only) Advanced Low
WPT Bilingual and ESL Teachers-target language & English Advanced Low
Pennsylvania OPI French, German, Spanish - al teachers—as an Intermediate High
alternative to the Praxis
Texas OPI All languages in which the TOPT*** is not available Advanced Low
* OPl - ACTFL Oral Proficiency Interview ** BCLAD - Bilingual, Crosscultural, Language and Academic Development (BCLAD)

*** WPT - ACTFL Writing Proficiency Tests ****TOPT - Texas Ora Proficiency Test




ACTFL PROFICIENCY GUIDELINES

The 10 proficiency levels that may be achieved by test takers are listed below:

Superi or

Advanced
ADVANCED HI GH
ADVANCED M D
ADVANCED LOW

I nternediate
/ | NTERMEDI ATE HI CH
s | NTERVEDI ATE M D
| NTERMEDI ATE LOW

ovi ce
Novi ce HI GH
Novi ce LOW

[Excer pt from the Language Testing I nter national Web Site]

Summary of Major Elements:

Licensad Virginiateaching practitioners were invited to participatein an ACTFL OPl and ACTFL WPT
vaidation and standard- setting study to determine the vdidity of the assessments and minimum proficiency levels
or cut scores on these assessments for thislicensing provison. The validation and standard-setting study was
held on Thursday, August 12, 2004, at the Doubletree- Airport Hotd in Richmond, Virginia Twelve Virginia
teaching practitioners with endorsements in Chinese, Japanese, German, French, Spanish, and Itdian acted as
Subject Matter Experts (SMES) and participated in the full- day study. Two representatives from ACTFL, Dr.
Elvira Swender and Helen Hamlyn, facilitated the validation and standard setting process. Two Department of
Education representatives, Patty Fitts, director of licensure, and Faye Rallings-Carter, foreign language
specidigt, observed the study.

The sudy entailed giving the participants aformd hdf-day ACTFL OPI and WPT Famiiliarization, followed by
a SME review of actua speech and writing samplesin the target languages in the afternoon. During the ACTFL
OPI and WPT Familiarization, the participants were ingtructed in the OPl and WPT rating scales - the ACTFL
Proficiency Guiddines for Spesking and Writing - and the format of both assessments. The SMEs dso were
given other data to consider, especidly when setting “cut scores.”  That information included the results of a



study evauating the proficiency scores of foreign language mgors, the minimum language proficiency levels
recommended by NCATE (The National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education); and other State
Departments of Education that have adopted ACTFL assessments as a part of their teacher licensng
requirements.

In the afternoon, the participating SMEs divided into language groups and listened to arange of taped OPIs and
read arange of completed WPTsin ther target language. (Two SMEs were able to participate in the review of
writing samples in two languages.) The SMEs discussed the language samples among themsdlves, focusing their
discussions on whether a speaker or writer at that level would be quaified to teach the expected grade and
course levelsin Virginiapublic schools. At the end of the afternoon, each SME was asked to give the facilitator
his or her recommendation for aminimum proficiency.

Theinitid, individua recommendations were tabulated and presented to the group as follows:

ACTFL OPI minimum proficiency or “passing score’: 10 said Advanced Low and two said Intermediate High.
ACTFL WPT minimum proficiency or “passing score’: 10 said Advanced Low and four said Advanced Mid.
After the presentation of theinitia individua recommendation, a discusson followed, a the concluson of which

the group was asked if they could dl support arecommendation of Advanced Low asaminimum scorein
gpeaking and writing. All 12 Subject Matter Experts agreed that they could support that recommendation.

PANEL RECOMMENDATIONS

The unanimous recommendations of the Subject Matter Experts at the conclusion of the meeting were as
follows:

ACTFL OPI Reault

ACTFL WPT Reault

Novice Low Not Qualified Novice Low Not Qualified
Novice Mid Not Qudified Novice Mid Not Qudified
Novice High Not Qualified Novice High Not Qualified
Intermediate Low Not Qualified Intermediate L ow Not Qudlified
Intermediate Mid Not Qudified Intermediate Mid Not Qudified
Intermediate High Not Qualified Intermediate High Not Qualified
Advanced L ow Qualified Advanced L ow Qualified
Advanced Mid Qualified Advanced Mid Qualified
Advanced High Qualified Advanced High Qualified
Superior Qualified Superior Qualified




Superintendent’s Recommendation:

The Superintendent of Public Instruction recommends that the Board of Education waive first review and
approve the Advisory Board on Teacher Education and Licensure' s proposed proficiency levels of “ Advanced
Low” and above for the ACTFL Ord Proficiency Interview (OPI) and the Writing Proficiency Test (WPT).
Impact on Resources: The cost of the testswould be incurred by the test taker.

Timetablefor Further Review/Action: N/A



